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BRITISH MODERN REMADE — STYLE . DESIGN . GLAMOUR . 
HORROR   
 
Ground floor and flats 32 and 33 Norwich Street (12 th floor) 
Park Hill Estate, Sheffield 
 
4th May – 16 June 2012 
 
British Modern Remade is the second project to take place as a result of Select.ac – the Arts Council 
Collection’s curatorial competition for postgraduate students designed to nurture the next generation of 
curators in the UK. The winning proposal was from Helen Kaplinsky, a student who graduated last year 
from the MFA in Curating at Goldsmiths College, London.  
 
British Modern Remade is an exhibition of key works drawn from the Arts Council Collection, the largest 
loan collection of modern and contemporary British art in the world, taking place in two show flats at the 
newly redeveloped Park Hill housing estate in Sheffield. The commercial and domestic setting for the 
Modern, postmodern and contemporary artworks underline the historical tie in Britain between style , 
visual art, decorative design  and the hand-crafted quality of the artworks  hark back to a British Arts 
and Crafts tradition whose ethic returned to Britain during the height of Modernism via Bauhaus. The 
artworks act as indicators of style and glamour  in an aspirational domestic environment.  Horror  
appears as a symptom of our uncanny relationship with style, in which something ‘out of style’ can be 
seen as oppositional. 
 
Tracing the meeting of decorative and visual arts in Britain back to the advent of the collection in 1946, 
early works by Kenneth Armitage, Lynn Chadwick and Kenneth Martin now displayed at Park Hill were 
featured in some of the first Arts Council Collection exhibitions of the 1940s and 1950s. The series 
called ‘Sculpture in the Home’ encouraged the purchase of small scale sculptures befitting the home.  
The twentieth century ended more than a decade ago however the designs of the so-called Modern 
century still have currency today, reproduced in retro style fashion and reconsidered with a sense of 
longing and distanced irony by contemporary artists.   
 
A large scale installation by Brian Griffiths consisting of antiquated super-computer fabricated from 
cardboard and plastic bottle caps will be sited on the ground floor and viewable from outside, forming a 
prop-like control centre for Park Hill, which is currently undergoing regeneration.  
 



Artists featured in the exhibition include Robert Adams, Kenneth Armitage, Martin Boyce, John Carter, 
Lynn Chadwick, Keith Coventry, Alexandre da Cunha, Richard Forbes, Naum Gabo, Alan Green, Brian 
Griffiths, Robert Holyhead, Gareth Jones, Andrew Logan, Camilla Løw, Kenneth and Mary Martin, 
Simon Martin, Margaret Mellis, Bernard Meadows, and Toby Paterson, Susan Tebby, Joe Tilson, 
William Turnbull and Paule Vézelay . 
 
For further press information and images please con tact Helena Zedig, Press Manager, on  
020 7921 0847 or helena.zedig@southbankcentre.co.uk  .  
Listings information: 
  
BRITISH MODERN REMADE  
STYLE DESIGN GLAMOUR HORROR 
Ground floor and flats 32 and 33 Norwich Street (12th floor) 
Park Hill estate  
Sheffield 
Exhibition continues until 16 June 2012 
Open Tuesday- Saturday, 1pm – 5pm  
Free entry 
 
Note to editors:  
About the Arts Council Collection 
The Arts Council Collection, which is run by Southbank Centre on behalf of Arts Council England, is 
one of Britain’s foremost national collections of post-war British Art. As a collection 'without walls', it has 
no permanent gallery; it can be seen on long term loan to museums, galleries, schools, hospitals, 
colleges and charitable associations and in touring exhibitions and displays at home and abroad.   It is 
also, importantly, the most widely circulated and easily accessible collection of its kind, with nearly 8000 
works available for loan.  Established in 1946 to promote and enrich knowledge of contemporary art, 
the Collection continues to acquire works by artists, many at an early stage of their career, living and 
working in Britain and to foster the widest possible access to modern and contemporary across the 
UK. The centre for sculpture at Longside, Yorkshire Sculpture Park, enables the Arts Council Collection 
to extend its conservation and research programmes and to increase access to the sculpture collection 
through exhibitions at venues across the UK and at Longside Gallery. For further information please 
visit www.artscouncilcollection.org.uk.  
 
About Southbank Centre 
Southbank Centre is the UK’s largest arts centre, occupying a 21-acre site that sits in the midst of 
London’s most vibrant cultural quarter on the South Bank of the Thames. The site has an extraordinary 
creative and architectural history stretching back to the 1951 Festival of Britain. Southbank Centre is 
home to the Royal Festival Hall, Queen Elizabeth Hall, Purcell Room and the Hayward Gallery as well 
as The Saison Poetry Library and the Arts Council Collection. For further information please visit 
www.southbankcentre.co.uk.  
 

About Urban Splash 

Award winning property developer Urban Splash is the country’s leading regeneration company and 
has delivered over 60 mixed use schemes including residential property of all tenures, commercial 
office, retail and a hotel. Founded in 1993 by Tom Bloxham MBE and Jonathan Falkingham, the 
company is based in Manchester with regional offices in Liverpool, Leeds, Birmingham, Bristol, 



Sheffield and Plymouth. Urban Splash has delivered challenging and exciting regeneration projects 
across the country including Fort Dunlop in Birmingham, Chimney Pot Park in Salford, Castlefield and 
New Islington in Manchester, The Midland Hotel in Morecambe, Royal William Yard in Plymouth, Lister 
Mills in Bradford, Rotunda in Birmingham, Matchworks in Garston and the Ropewalks in Liverpool and 
are currently undertaking the regeneration of Park Hill estate in Sheffield. The company has invested 
over half a billion pounds creating thousands of new homes and jobs in over four million sq ft of space. 
The company has received over 304 awards to date for its commitment to architecture, design, 
regeneration and business success including 47 RIBA Awards the most won by a property developer. 
Public Programme 
 
Preview 
Thursday 3rd May 2012 
6- 7.30pm 
 
Tours of exhibition by curator Helen Kaplinsky  
Saturday 12th May, 2.00 – 2.45pm and Tuesday 22nd May 12.30 - 1.15pm 
 
British Modern Remade symposium at Sheffield Institute of Arts, Sheffield Hallam University 
Tuesday 22nd May 2.00 – 6.00pm.This event will be an opportunity to discuss the exhibition at Park Hill 
and the relationship between Modern and contemporary art, decorative design and architecture. 
Attendance at the symposium is free but space is limited so please contact Helen Kaplinsky to book a 
place: helen.kaplinsky@southbankcentre.co.uk 
 
Speakers include: Steven Gartside (Manchester Metropolitan), Jaspar Joseph-Lester and Dale Holmes 
(Sheffield Hallam University), Lisa Le Feuvre (Henry Moore Institute), Simon Martin (Goldsmiths) and 
Matthew Poole (University of Essex). 
 
Timetable: 
 
A tour of the exhibition at Park Hill by curator Helen Kaplinsky from 12.30 – 1.15pm 
 
2.00pm: Registration 
2.30pm: Introduction 
2.45pm: Symposium part 1 (discussion + screenings) 
4.00pm: Break (tea and coffee) 
4.30pm: Symposium part 2 (discussion + screenings) 
6.00pm: Drinks 
 
An in conversation event at SIA gallery between Lisa Le Feuvre and Simon Martin follows. 
 
Artist in conversation 
Tuesday 22nd May 18.30pm- 19.30pm 
Artist Simon Martin will be in conversation with Curator and critic Lisa le Feuvre. There will also be a 
screening of ‘Carlton’ (2006) a film by Simon Martin which tells the story of a bookcase designed in 
1981. 
 
 
Getting there 
Situated behind the main Sheffield Railway station (Sheaf Street) Park Hill is 10 minutes walk across 
the trams tracks and up the hill onto South Street. Follow signs to the sales office which is adjacent to 
the exhibition entrance. By road follow the A61 and use a carpark nearby the railway station, note there 
is no parking available at Park Hill except on the night of the preview.  



 
Disability Access  
The ground floor installation has disability access. However we would like to apologise that there is no 
disability access available for the exhibition in flats 32 and 33 on Norwich Street.  
 


